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CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS
BALTHAZAR BLAKE (Nicolas Cage) is a student of Merlin and a Sorcerer.  More than 1,000 years old, Balthazar has been searching the globe until he finds the Prime Merlinean, the descendent of Merlin and inheritor of his great powers.  When Balthazar finally discovers him in 10-year-old Dave Stutler, he finds himself with a very reluctant sorcerer’s apprentice.  “For Balthazar, finding the Prime Merlinean is a journey that must be made, no matter the distance,” says Cage. “The relationship between Balthazar and Dave is almost like a paternal one.  I think he may be the Prime Merlinean by virtue of the fact that he can wear Merlin’s dragon ring, so when I find Dave, it’s with great affection and relief.  I want to guide him, instruct him and train him for a larger purpose.  But for Dave, it’s pretty overwhelming to have someone walk into his life, tell him he’s the descendent of Merlin and that together we’re going to save the world.  If you’re Dave, you’re going to tell the guy he’s nuts.” 
DAVE STUTLER (Jay Baruchel) is a nerdy NYU physics major, lacking confidence and poise, not very popular with girls or even his fellow students.  At the age of 10, he experiences a frightening incident when he encounters sorcerer Balthazar Blake after wandering into the bizarre Arcana Cabana curio shop. He’s given a dragon ring that comes to life on his finger, and he’s told that he’ll be a very important sorcerer himself.  He then witnesses a furious battle between Balthazar and another sorcerer named Maxim Horvath which made him want to forget the whole matter…until both Balthazar and Horvath re-enter his life 10 years later, forcing him to confront a destiny he would very much like to ignore!  “Dave is his own worst enemy, the architect of his own misery,” says Baruchel.  “He spends his life trying to live down that moment in the Arcana Cabana when he first encountered Balthazar and Horvath.  He gravitates towards physics, which is the discipline he gives his life to.  When he meets up with Balthazar again, the sorcerer tells Dave that it was no coincidence that he drifted towards physics because although illusion and magic are different, magic and science are the same thing.”

MAXIM HORVATH (Alfred Molina) was, along with Balthazar Blake and Veronica, a disciple of Merlin and a force of good more than a thousand years ago.  But their mutual love for Veronica split the colleagues apart and Horvath has instead become an ally of the wicked Morgana, who murdered Merlin and is seeking to conquer the world with her minions.  He and Balthazar have battled through the ages, finally bringing their conflict to modern-day New York City.  “In ‘The Sorcerer’s Apprentice,’ Horvath’s mission is world domination,” says Molina.  “Balthazar and Horvath have a rivalry that’s gone on for millennia.  Balthazar is maintaining the Merlinean standard of magic as a power that’s used for the benefit of mankind.  Horvath is the leader of the Morganians, who take the very different view that magic should be used to subjugate humans.  That’s the struggle between good as personified by Nic Cage’s character, and evil as personified by mine.  Horvath is a rather smart, debonair, Edwardian villain in the classic tradition of suave bad guys, well dressed and charming, but deadly.”
BECKY BARNES (Teresa Palmer) is a fresh and radiant NYU student—for 10 years, the unreachable object of Dave Stutler’s desire.  A college DJ, she loves music; the charm of physics eludes her.  Thus, when Dave offers to lend a helping hand to help her study, Becky accepts…not having any idea that Dave is, in fact, a sorcerer’s apprentice, involved in potentially deadly doings.  “Becky has always considered Dave more of a friend,” says Palmer, “although he’s always had a crush on her.  They run into each other at NYU and they spark up this connection again.  Dave still has his thing for Becky and she’s a little bit wary, but slowly starts to notice what a wonderful and endearing person Dave is.”
VERONICA (Monica Bellucci) is a sorcerer who has had the great fortune of being loved by Balthazar Blake—and the misfortune of being loved by Maxim Horvath.  “Balthazar and Veronica are willing to do everything for their love,” says Bellucci, “and at the same time they’re two fighters.  Horvath, who, like them, was a disciple of Merlin, also falls in love with Veronica.  She rejects him for Balthazar, and because of that he betrays them by aligning himself with Morgana.  It’s a beautiful and powerful story about love, jealousy and vengeance.”

DRAKE STONE (Toby Kebbell) is a long, lean, punked-out illusionist who is actually a Morganian sorcerer assisting Maxim Horvath in his battle against Balthazar Blake and Dave Stutler.  He’s a stage performer with an ego to match his popularity, but with no fan bigger than himself.  “Drake Stone is the kind of guy who wanted to make a lot of money, get famous and kiss a lot of girls, that’s the reason I took the role,” says Kebbell.  “The fact that Drake is a sorcerer with mystical powers was really exciting to me.  I knew that I would get to create lightning bolts out of my hand and drive Ferraris through Times Square.  What I like about playing Drake is that it’s nice to get the arrogance and pomposity that I might have in myself out in a character in a creative way.  Drake Stone is a jerk— it’s always fun to play one, rather than be one!”

 BENNETT (Omar Benson Miller) is Dave Stutler’s roommate in their run-down Brooklyn tenement apartment, a fellow NYU physics student and a good friend who tries to get his reluctant friend to step out and live a little.  Says Miller, “Bennett is not only Dave’s roommate, but also his motivator.  He’s one of the many people in the film, like Balthazar and Becky, who are trying to get Dave up and at ‘em, making him more proactive in life, and less reactive.  I try to teach him the importance of going after things, including the girl he’s in love with, his magic, his sorcery and his studies.”

YOUNG DAVE (Jake Cherry) is a perpetually insecure, frightened 10-year-old, in love with classmate Becky Barnes and not quite sure what to do about it.  When he finds himself mysteriously drawn into the odd curiosity shop called the Arcana Cabana, he encounters sorcerer Balthazar Blake, and learns—to his disbelief—that he’s going to be a powerful sorcerer one day.  “Dave is very unsure of himself, awkward; he’s a geek…but the kind of geek you like,” says Cherry.
SUN LOK (Gregory Woo) is an ancient, but perpetually young, Chinese sorcerer and Morganian.  When he’s unlocked from his Grimhold by Horvath, Sun Lok wreaks havoc in Chinatown during a lively festival by materializing a fearsome fire-breathing dragon.  “Sun Lok has been in a little container for thousands and thousands of years, and when he’s let out, he’s really, really angry,” says Woo.

ABIGAIL WILLIAMS (Nicole Ehinger) is a very young Morganian sorcerer who was not only accused of being a witch in 17th century Salem, Mass., but actually was one.  In her black-and-white Puritan clothing, Abigail looks like the embodiment of innocence…but it’s totally misleading.  “I’m an evil sorcerer who kidnaps Becky for Horvath after being released from the Grimhold,” says Ehinger.
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